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September 4, 2024 


(Submitted via Electronic Comment Filing System) 
Secretary Marlene H. Dortch 

Federal Communications Commission 

45 L Street NE 

Washington, DC 20554 


Subject: WT Docket No. 24-240: NextNav Inc. Petition for Rulemaking re: 
Lower 900 MHz Band 


Dear Secretary Dortch: 


Landis+Gyr appreciates this opportunity to comment on NextNav’s Petition for 
Rulemaking. Landis+Gyr is a leading global provider of integrated energy 
management solutions for the utility sector. Offering one of the broadest portfolios of 
products and services to address complex industry challenges, the company delivers 
comprehensive solutions for the foundation of a smarter grid, including smart 
metering, distribution network sensing and automation tools, load management, 
analytics, and electric vehicle charging. Landis+Gyr operates in more than 30 
countries across five continents. With sales of approximately USD $1.7 billion, the 
company pursues the sole mission of helping the world manage energy better. 


Furthermore, Landis+tGyr opposes NextNav’s petition for rulemaking 
requesting that the FCC initiate a proceeding to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band 
(Lower 900 MHz Band). NextNav’s proposal threatens to undermine the reliability 
and efficiency of critical energy, water, and natural gas infrastructure across the 
United States, with far-reaching consequences for both utilities and consumers. 


The Lower 900 MHz Band has been a cornerstone of smart grid technology for 
decades. Landis+Gyr supports and supplies over 400 utilities across the United States 
with smart grid products and services using radios that operate within the Lower 900 
MHz Band. These products have proven their reliability and scalability in supporting 
a wide range of critical applications for utilities in nearly every state. These products 
include electric meters, water meters, gas meters, distribution automation equipment 
such as capacitor bank controllers, smart city devices including streetlight 
controllers, network gateways and network repeaters. NextNav’s proposal, however, 
risks disrupting this well-established ecosystem, jeopardizing the stability and 
security of our nation’s energy grid and metering infrastructure. 


The potential economic costs of accomodating NextNav’s proposal are 
staggering. Landis+Gyr’s utility customers have over 110,000,000 active radios 
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deployed in a variety of devices, across nearly every state in the United States. In 
most cases, the devices using these radios have a budgeted lifespan of 20 or more 
years. All utilities in the United States have invested billions of dollars in 
infrastructure upgrades that rely on the Lower 900 MHz Band. Mandating a 
wholesale replacement or nationwide reconfiguration of all the existing equipment 
listed above would impose a massive financial burden, likely in the tens of billions of 
dollars, with costs shifted to all industries and consumers. Moreover, the disruption 
to the supply chain and potential delays in the procurement of new equipment could 
further exacerbate these economic challenges. 


Beyond the economic implications, the technical challenges associated with 
migrating to a new frequency band are substantial. Utilities typically require that 
smart grid networks achieve service levels and reliability at 99% or above, using 
well-established and proven technology. The complexity of integrating new 
equipment with existing systems, ensuring compatibility with diverse smart grid 
devices across the entire nation, and addressing potential security vulnerabilities 
would require significant time, resources, and expertise. 


The reliability and security of the energy grid are essential for public safety, 
economic prosperity, and national security. NextNav’s proposal threatens to 
compromise these critical objectives. By disrupting the operations of many millions 
of devices, it could lead to service interruptions and potential safety hazards. 


Landist+Gyr urges the FCC to carefully consider the far-reaching consequences 
of NextNav’s proposal. The potential economic costs, technological challenges, and 
risks to public safety far outweigh any perceived benefits. By rejecting this proposal, 
regulators can protect the interests of utilities, consumers, and the nation as a whole. 


Landis+Gyr appreciates the opportunity to provide this feedback to the FCC, 
and if the Commission has any further questions, please contact me at the address and 
phone number listed above. 


Sincerely, 


ean Cromie yeti 


Executive Vice President, Americas 


